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EDTTORIAL There is nothing to be afraid of!!! A computer is only a 


by Hal Nason 


Welcome to still another editon of BRACEBITS! I hope to see 
every geaber at this sonth’s aeeting. We will have the raffle 
of the 2400 baud aodee at this meeting as well as a 
dancnstration of the new Atari XF55t DISK DRIVE!'' As you 
will see froma last sonth’s ainutes, attendance at the last 
meeting was extremely poor. I guess that sost of you had 
spring fever or had something else sore important to do, 
though I can’t imagine what could be sore iaportant than a 


meeting of B.R.A.C.E.! 


This issue includes a review of the new Atari Disk Drive, but 
cone to the ageting to see it for yourself. Phil is going to 
give his insights as to where he beliaves Atari is headed as 
well as the return of Presidential Suite, after an absence of 
one month. At the writing of this editorial I aa not sure 
what else you will find inside, so read on and be surprised. 


A couple of articles in the newspaper this week got se 
thinking about computers. The first was a response to a 
letter to Ann Lander’s response to a secretary who thought 
that her boss was spending far too auch tiae on his new 
computer. fnn responded that she should be patient, since all 
he was doing was getting the coaputer set up for the benefit 
of all. This week a lady wrote back and said that he would 
never be finished! He will play with his new toy forever, 
always on the lcokout for new, better software and/or 
hardware. Also, he would waste countless hours on the 
computer appearing to be working, but acctually PLAYING. 
Well, sounds to ae like she, the letter writer, is a cosputer 
widow, though she never tells us how she aquired this 
information. She could have foraed this opinion by condtions 
she was expossed to at home or at the office. 


Anyway, the letter got ae to thinking about coaputer 
addiction. Let’s face it, a lot of us (including ae) find 
coaputing ta be FUN. Qne can spend a lot of time on a 
computer working and playing. But the other article that 
appeared a few days later got ae to thinking about how a 
person who is not coaputer literate may not be able to 
distinguish the difference between work and play on a 
cooputer. After all, writing a prograa is a lot af hard work, 
but to the avid prograsaer it also is a great source of 
enjoyment. Especially when you successfully solve a difficult 
problea and get the prograa debugged and working properly. O¢ 
course, the second article was aeant to be humorous (it was 
written by croa Sombeck), but it does show that there are a 
lot of paople out there that are computer illiterate and even 
terrified of coaputers. 


machine, as we all already know. And, of coursa, Atari is just 
a little bit superior (or is that a whole lot) as all Atarians 
know. If the lady who resents her boss, husband, or 
boyfriend’s tiae spent on the coaputer xould give the cosputer 
a chance, she just aight find out that computing can be a lot 
of fun, as well as a tise saver and aore efficent way to do a 
variety of different chores. Who knows, she aight even get rid 
of her jealousy and force the aquisition of another computer in 
her household or office. 


DISCLAIMER 


The Bluegrass Region Atari Coaputer Enthusiasts (herinafter 
explicitly referred to as B.R.A.C.E.) warrants this newsletter 
against defect in saterial and workmanship for a period af six 
gonths. 


During the warranty period, which shall expire exactly one week 
prior to publication of this newsletter, we will replace, 
repair or ignore (at our option) any defective newsletter 
provided it has not been subjected to negligent aisuse, such as 
soiling or aarring the cover by touching it with any part af 
the human anatoay; and reading, perusing, or discussing the 
contents, without prior express written permission § af 
B.RAC.E.s such peraission being hereby denied. 


The reader shall be granted full right to freely explore this 
newsletter at his leisure, provided such exploration is 
undertaken in strict accordance with the directions (not 
included). No other warranties, either expressed or iaplied, 
including the warranties of serchantability or fitness for a 
particular purpose, such as lining birdcages and the wraping of 
dead fish, shall aply to B.R.A.C.E., its representatives, or 
paid up aeabers. (Those seabers, of course, who have not yet 
fuly paid their dues assuee total liability for the aisdeeds of 
any paid seaber, and aay be taken to the cleaners.) 


Nothing in this disclaiaer shall be construed as a written 
stateaent of waranty or readability including, but not liaited 
to, this sentences. By reading this sentence the reader 
acknowledges without recourse that this warranty is only 
written as a aeans of taking space over the area upon whcth it 
is written. 


This statement takes away froa you, the end user, certain 
specific legal rights and you aay have additional oriviedges 
taken away depending upon the stat2 in whcih you reside. 


Thank you tor your continued support, 


THE OFFICERS OF B.R.A.C.E. 


PRESIDENTIAL SUITE 
By Phillip & Taylor 


Hello again! Suager is definitly here. The weather is «ara, 
the area lakes are inviting and school is cut. Mast people 
are using their cosputers less and doing “other things’. 
However, even with the suaser weather, BRACE still seets once 
a month, has prograas and discussions. The reason I aa 
telling you this is the alaraing drop in aeabership attendance 
at the meetings. Last sonth, so few aembers showed up that 
instead of a programa, we had a discussion on soae of the books 
that are aut there to help atarians. HEY GUYS AND GALS WAKE 
UP!! Next meeting we are having the raffle for the 2400 BAUD 
modem. I would hate to think that there is so little interest 
that only the officers are going to attend. What is even sore 
interesting is that the meabers who do consistently show up 
are the aeabers that live QUTSIDE the Lexington area. I would 
like to thank those atarians who do show up. They make 
putting the meeting together worthwhile. But the rest af you 
are missing aut. 


I understand that part of the reason that aany of you are. 


staying home is due to tine conflicts etc. What is even aore 
alaraing than you nat coging to the aeeting is that any of 
our old aesbers are not signing back up. So in order to help 
get those old aeabers back into the BRACE fold as well as 
aking BRACE worthwhile to those who do not use the library, 
or want to attend aeestings, the officers have decided to open 
up a new class of aembership. For $10.00 you can get 
BRACEBITS delivered ta your house every sonth for a year. 
This will be an associate geaber class. Q# course for $5.00 
ore, you can be a full meaber and get the card, have checkout 
privileges and voting privileges. However, sose people are 
anly interested in getting the newsletter and aaybe attending 
a meeting every now and then. It is the hope of the officers 
that this new class af seabership will open the doors of BRACE 
to those who want to be a part of us, but do not feel they 
need access to the library or voting privileges. 


Well, this sonth, [ aa going ta announce the progras before 
the meeting in hopes to get you all interested in showing up. 
This aonth, Hal Nasan is going to be demonstrating, (showing 
off) his new ATARI XF551 disk drive. I know a lot of you have 
been asking about this DOUBLE SIDED - DOUBLE DENSITY disk 
drive, now is your chance to see what it can really do. 


Also, all those sembers who have not been back for a few 
meetings, I invite you all ta come back and see how are 
meetings are going to be run froa now on. I aa instituting a 
few more changes to insure an orderly meeting. Also, our 
library has a few more new titles the officers picked up in 
coluabus as well as some new ST stuff. I hope that all of you 
can clear up your busy schedules, and stop swimaing, 
picnicing, sunbathing, etc., long enough to come to the 
seating on TUESDAY, 


SEE YA THERES 


~¢ro@ another group. 


BRACE Minutes 
by Chris Dotson 


We had a grand total of seven people turn out for the aeeting. 
Due the the saall asount of people, a forsal seating was not 
brought to order and instead turned into a discussion regarding 
books for Atari users. 


Shannon Wagoner won the door prize this acnth and chose 3 extra 
picks from the library as a prize. 


LIBRARY BITS 
by Chris Dotson 


He have several things new in the library froa our trip to 
Coluabus. Notably, we have gotten an ST-XFORMER, a 3.5 inch 
disk that allows ST’s to use all S-bit software (however, they 
can only use it in 3.5 format - our 5.25 inch disks won’t work 
unless they have a 9.25 inch disk drive.) We also have 
VisiCalc in 3.5 inch foraat for the ST’s. For 8-bits, we have 
the Atari Basic Reference Manual, the one of the docuents 
which came in the Programeers’ Kit. Many people bought their 
BASIC cartridge separately, however, and did not get this. It 
is a very good piece of aaterial. We also got a big newsletter 


REVIEW OF BASIC XL BY 0.5.§. 
by Chris Dotson 


BASIC XL, by 0.5.5., is an excellant BASIC. It is upwardly 
cospatible with Atari BASIC (you aay use Atari BASIC prograes 
in BASIC XL, but not vice-versa.) . 

Features of BASIC XL that Atari BASIC doesn’t have include an 
excellent renusbering routine, automatic line nuabering, 
advanced string handling, string arrays, autoaatic string 
DiNensicning, break key aask, easier joystick reading routines, 
easy error handling, hexadeciaal number support, a routine to 
FIND a string or character inside of another string, 
double-peeks and pokes, Black-Gets and Block-Puts, advanced 
INPUT usage, a PRINT USING comgand, all DOS functions (DIR, 
RENAME, DELETE, PROTECT, etc.), and others too nuserous to 
nase. One of its best features is advanced Player/Missile 
Graphics routines, taking the difficulty out of PMG. 


BASIC XL is a terrific piece of software, better than 
Turbo-BASIC. The only thing I amiss is advanced graphics 
commands (Circle, Paint, etc.) It comes with cartridge, 
reference ganual, and tutorial anual. The tutorial aanual is 
good, but should only be used by beginning BASIC prograasers. 
The reference @anual will teach an expierienced BASIC user the 
extra features of BASIC XL very wall, although it does lack an 
index. 


GESERVAT ION 
Phillip 6. Taylor 


Hhat is coing on with ATARI? 


This is a ouestion that 8 bit users are asking. Have they 
cleaned up their act since the old days with Barner? fre the 
Tramiels running the company to wake money for the jong tere 
or are they scuttling a sinking ship? Well, the lawyer in ae 
says "when in doubt, check out the evidence’. So, here is a 
synopsis of the evidence as | see it. 


i. The XE Game system is out and sellina by al! accounts. 


2. Cartridaes for the Atari (Computer and 6ame systea) are 
selling at euch higher prices than they used to sel] for. 


3. The ST is doing well, particularly in Europe. 


4, So far Atari has produced what they said they would 
produce, athough, the items have been a bit slow coming to the 
aarket. 


5. REAL application software is still hard to find for both 
the 8 bit and ST and new releases are not keeping the pace. 


&. The ST is becoging the caseleon of computers. With en ST 
you can, with inexpensive modifications and software, run 
APPLE and IBM and Atari 8 bit software. 


So such for ay listing of the evidence. From the evidence, | 
af a bit worried about the future. The sain problem is not 
with the hardware but sith the software. It seeas that even 
for the ST the aajority of the new software are BANES. Now | 
have nothing against games. ST games are FANTASTIC. But, the 
real money in computers, particularly in the future is in 
education and business. 


I believe that education is probably the best area to develop 
as a target market. With the cameleon like nature of the ST, 
a school could get an ST, buy a few mods and TA DA, a super 
computer to expose students to a massive amount of different 
software that they may actually be using in the business world 
after school. This could be accooplished for less than most 
all other computers. If flexibility is the key, and lets face 
it, it is the key, then Atari ST should be leading the aarket. 


Why is it not leading the sarket? Probably because of 
illogical prejudice on the part of the public and greed on the 
part of the sales force. You see, with Atari, the price does 
not translate into a lot of commission for computer sales 
people. Also, John @. Public has the idea that in order for 
computer to be good is aust have a high price tag and the 
letters IBM or APPLE on it. They are afraid to put their 
soney down on a computer with the same name as the 2600 game 
machine that they just sold on a garage sale for $12.00, 


hat Atari aust do is counter-act this idea. But what do they 
do instead, introduce yet another gage aachine, based on the & 
bit, that perpetuates that GAMEY isage. How do they expect 
large orders fros schools when they have a RECESS image. How 
do they expect parents to plunk down a lot of hard earned cash 
on a coaputer that has the sase nage as the VIDEO base sachine 
when they can get a "REAL" Computer like an IBM or APPLE [ 
which has a real educational name). Much of the public does 
not distinguish between the 8 bit Atari or the 16 bit Atari. 
The ¢act is that both are Ataris and to many, that means GARES. 


What Atari can do to combat this image? Qne is to RENANE the 
{6 bit line. After all did Comacdore name the AMIGA, the 
Coseodore 10002 NO! Did Apple cal] the Macintosh the APPLE 47 
NO! WHY? They renamed those NEW products to get a NEW product 
out there with a NEW nase that cut out all the 
aisunderstandings in the sind of dohn @. Public. 


Ok, so what about the @ bit line? Well, the sain problema is 
going to be getting software that does something that does not 
cause an on- screen explosion after getting blasted by some 
outerspace thing. You see if Atari would write or comaission 
its own software, and support its own machines, both 8 bit and 
i bit with good applications, a lot of the aisperceptions in 
the public’s aind would be taken care of. J.Q. Public is no 
one’s fool anyaore about computers. fne of the first thing he 
asks is “What can it do for me?*, Atari has a hard tige 
answering that question since most of its software are games. 
The only good Atari brand nase application software that 1 own 
is Atari Writer. I believe that is probably the only good 
Atari brand name application software that came out. Third 
party aanufacturers will be unwilling to manufacture anything 
except software for the XE game machines since that is new wave 
of equipaent. This is good news for CARTRIDGE lovers since 
they will also work on the 130 XE and wost of them will work on 
the older XLs and 800’s. The flip side of that tune is that 
those carts are auch aore expensive. That means that those of 
us OLD TIMERS who used to think $3.99 was too high for a copy 
of DEFENDER, will be shocked to learn that it is now $14.99 and 
selling well. It is also bad news for those of us who use the 
B-bit for actual work. 


A fen new applications by 3rd party manufacturers will probably 
come out though. After all NEWSROOM is now out for the 8 bit. 
But probably, overall, get ready for an applications drought 
and a game glut. 


I hope that Atari does not go out of business, because that 
would ean a true drought of software and supplies and 
replacement parts. I just hope that they have taken the right 
track and that I as wrong regarding their sarketing strategy. 
Only time will teil. 
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XFSS1 DISK DRIVE REVIEW 
by Hal Nason 


As you aay have read in the June issue of Antic Magazine, the 
long avaited new double-sided, double-density disk drive for 
the O-bit Atari coaputers is now available. By chance on the 
club’s recent excursion to Kettering Ohio (also to Fairborn 
and Coluabus), I happened to find a good deal on the new Atari 
XF551 Disk Drive. As many of you gay know, ay good ole’ 1050 
Disk Drive has been giving ae lots of trouble for the past 
several months. Since I found such a good deal on the XFSSl, 
I could not pass up the deal (even though ay vallet said NO 
WAY!!) So, I got out ay trusty credit card and went further 
into debt. 


As, you probabaly have already read in the June, 1988 issue of 
Antic, the XFS51 has been shipped to dealers and aail order 
houses with little fanfare froa Atari. My guess for the 
reason that Atari has taken this course of action is that 
Atari felt that people wanted the ney drive, but that Atari 
was not ready to release it with the new ADOS, being written 
by Bill Wilkinson. So, the XFSS1 is being aade available with 
DOS 2.5. Yep, you heard ae right, I said Dos 2.5. Now then, 
Dds 2.5 can only handle a SINGLE-SIDED, ENHANCED DENSITY 
FORMAT. So, Atari has released the new disk drive with a 
slightly revised DOS 2.5 aanual called the Atari DOS 2.5: 
XFSS1 Disk Drive Quner’s Manual. About all they have done is 
to replace "1050" with "XF551". They have included a note 
that, "if you happen to be using this aanual with a 1050 Disk 
Drive... just substitute "1050" for "XFSS1" in all sections 
discussing DOS 2.5.” 


Atari even gives the specifications for the 1050 Disk Drive 
for the XFSS1. That's right friends, if the buyer is not 
avare that they have purchased a Disk Drive that is 
DOUBLE-SIDED, DOUBLE-DENSITY, there is no indication in the 
literature that comes with the disk drive that it has these 
capabilities. It is being sold as if it is merely an updated 
1050 Disk Drive! Think about that for a ainute. The 
situation vould be similar to having released the 130XE as 
merely an updated 800XL in a new box, but still with 64K RAM 
instead of the 128K RAm with which the 130XE comes. The 
Situation was similar then, i.e. the 130XE was introduced with 
little software available at the tige which took advantage of 
the extra 64K of RAM available to the user. And yet, Atari 
did at least let the buyer know what the true specifications 
for the computer were. Does Atari plan to aake available the 
new ADOs when it becomes ready? Will Atari send the new ADOS 
to all registered buyers of the XFS! Disk Drive? And, if 
they do, vill they try to charge for it? Or, will Atari take 
the DOS 3 route and sake ADOS available to users through 
users’ groups and leave unsuspecting buyers who don’t happen 
to belong to a user's group or read Atari specific magazines, 
unaware of the potential of their disk drive? Well, I quess 
that only tise will tell, so stay tuned for further 


developments. 


OK, I guess that it is time to dispense vith the questions and 
puzzlements and to get on with the review of the XFSSI Disk 
Drive. As the article about it in Antic states, the XF551 is 
the quietest disk drive yet from Atari. It does not aake 
hardly any noises, in fact, if you turn down the sound to your 
aonitor, it vould be very hard to hear it at york at all. In 
appearance it is the same color as the XE line of computers and 
periferals. Its size is slightly smaller than the 1050 Disk 
Drive. The tvo biggest differences in appearance are the 
addition of two rovs of cooling slots and the fact that there 
is an indentation in the front of the Disk Drive to aid in the 
insertion and removal of disks, since the XF551 does not have a 
spring to hold the dick in place as the 1050 does. I know that 
the manual supplied with the new disk drive says that “insert 
the diskette ..... unti it clicks into place." Well, friends, 
this language is left over from the 1050 Disk Drive. They 
forgot to revise the language (apparantly all they did was to 
replace "1050" with "XFSS1".) Unless ay disk drive is broken, 
the diskette slides in untill it is stopped by the back of the 
drive. You then turn the latch to the closed (vertical) 
position. To remove the disk, turn the latch to the horizonal 
position and grab the diskette with your thuab and forefinger 
in the expossed area of the previously aentioned inset in the 
front of the Disk Drive and slide the diskette out of the 
drive. 


Gee, you sean that I have to wait for Atari to release ADOS 
before I can use ay nev Disk Drive to its full potential? 
Fortunately the answere to this question is a resounding NO, 
YOU DO NOT HAVE TO WAIT FOR ADOS TO USE YOUR NEW DISK DRIVE 10 
ITS FULL POTENTIAL!! According to the article in Antic by Rich 
Tiet jens, he tried SuperD0S, DOSXL fro ICD/OSS, and Saart00S 
with the XF551. None of these DOS'’S allowed hia to use the 
full potential of the XF551 Disk Drive! However, he did not 
try SPARTADOS 3.2 from ICD with the new disk drive. Well 
friends, I HAVE TRIED IT WITH SPARTADOS. I found absolutely no 
trouble in formatting disks in TRUE DOUBLE-SIDED, 
DOUBLE-DENSITY FORMAT using SPARTADOS!! All you do is use the 
XINIT command, choose to write SPARTADOS to disk, choose option 
5 (40 tracks/double-sided), then option 2 (double-density), and 
no speed skew. You are then in business with 1300+ free 
sectors of true double-density storage space per diskette, i.e. 
360K+ of storage space. Please note that SPARTADOS is 
compatiable with such programs as ATARIWRITER#+, 
MICROILLUSTRATOR, etc., though it is not compatible with 
Printshop, SYNFILE+, and SYNCALC. You will still have to use 
DOS 2.5 with these prograss. And, of course, you can do all of 
your own programming in the language of your choice with 
SPARTDOS. 


I highly recommend this disk drive. It truly is a SUPER DISK 
DRIVE!! 
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